Annex 2: UNDP Social and Environmental Screening Procedure (SESP)

SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCREENING TEMPLATE {2021 SESP TEMPLATE, VERSION 1)

The completed template, which constitutes the Social and Environmental Screening Report, must be included as an annex to the Project Document at the design stage. Note:
this template will be converted into an online tool. The online version will guide users through the process and will embed relevant guidance.

Project Information

Project Information

1. Project Title Supporting the Moldovan authorities in the sustainable management of the Dniester River
2. Project Number {i.e. Atlas project ID, PIMS+} | Atlas Project ID: 00139217

3. Location (Global/Region/Country) Republic of Moldova

4. Project stage (Design or Implementation) Design (ProDoc stage)

5. Date 06/07/2022

Part A. Integrating Programming Principles to Strengthen Social and Environmental Sustainability

QUESTION 1: How Does the Project Integrate the SES Programming Principles in Order to Strengthen Social and Environmental Sustainability?

Briefly describe in the space below how the project mainstreams the human rights-based approach

The project has been designed in line with the human rights-based approach which aims at developing the capacities of the “duty-bearers” to meet their
obligations and/or of the “rights-holders” to claim their rights.

In that sense, the following would be the contribution of the project to the provisions of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights:

Article 3. “Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person”. The project will directly contribute to the protection of human health and the
environment by reducing the impacts caused by the unsound management of water resources within the Dniester Basin and the main water stream of Moldova
— Dniester River. As such the project will contribute to protecting people’s right to healthy life.

Article 19. “Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive
and convey information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers.” The project will ensure that stakeholders involved in the management of
water resources as well as water resources users will be engaged in the project’s implementation, through appropriate consultation mechanisms, workshops and
awareness raising events to allow them to participate in the decision-making process as during the project formulation so during its implementation, express
their opinions on the project and its intended activities. Furthermore, project activities, objectives and results will be widely disseminated through various media




channels throughout the project’s implementation. The project will contribute to people’s access to information and provide them with opportunities to express
their opinions.

Article 23 (2) “Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of employment, to just and favorable conditions of work and to protection against unemployment”.
The project will help with further improvements in working conditions of scientists, engineers and technicians occupied in water resources sector. Infrastructure
and skills required to manage the water resources within the Dniester Basin will be improved by the project in private and public sectors. As such the project will
contribute to protecting people’s right to favorable conditions of work and improve work skills to stay competitive in the business.

Briefly describe in the space below how the project is likely to improve gender equality and women’s empowerment

Although the project activities consist in management of the Dniester River and its Basin and thus do not explicitly have a gender dimension, the project team
will promote the participation of women in consultation meetings and will address gender inequalities in terms of access to clean water, decision-making when
applicable. The relevant gender empowerment needs will be identified during the implementation of the project and will be adequately reported and addressed.

Briefly describe in the space below how the project mainstreams sustainability and resilience

Briefly, the project mainstreams environmental sustainability and resilience by promoting the principle of integrated water resource management with the
ultimate goal to ensure amount and quality of waters needed for both sustainable socio-economic development and healthy environment. It will be done at two
levels: 1) providing assistance to the relevant institutions to further develop the water policy and improvement of regulatory framework, tc help the Moldovan
institutions ensure the transboundary dialogue with Ukraine as well as the dialogue with the Transnistria region in order to reach and keep the good ecological
status of the Dniester River and 2) implementing on-the-ground activities that will directly benefit the River. Altogether the project activities will contribute to the
improvement of the ecological status of the Dniester River.

Briefly describe in the space below how the project strengthens accountability to stakeholders

As part of UNDP’s quality assurance role; UNDP requires adherence to the UNDP Social and Environmental Standards (“SES”)* for project activities implemented
using funds channeled through UNDP’s accounts. The SES objectives are to: (i) strengthen the social and environmental outcomes of programmes and Projects;
(ii} avoid adverse impacts to people and the environment; (iii) minimize, mitigate, and manage adverse impacts where avoidance is not possible; {iv) strengthen
UNDP and partner capacities for managing social and environmental risks; and (v) ensure full and effective stakeholder engagement, including through a
mechanism to respond to complaints from project-affected people.

The Standards are underpinned by an Accountability Mechanism with two key functions:
e A Stakeholder Response Mechanism that ensures individuals, peoples, and communities affected by UNDP projects have access to appropriate procedures
for hearing and addressing project-related grievances; and,
e A Compliance Review process to respond to claims that UNDP is not in compliance with UNDP’s social and environmental policies.
The proposal will not support activities that do not comply with national law and obligations under international law, whichever is the higher standard. In the
framework of this proposal support will be provided to the Government of Moldova to adhere to their human rights obligations and empower individuals and
groups, to realize their rights and to ensure that they fully participate in implementation of the project proposal.

1 “Environmental and Social Standards” as approved by UNDP’s Organizational Performance Group in June 2014 and effective starting January 1, 2015.



Part B. Identifying and Managing Social and Environmental Risks

QUESTION 2: What are the Potential
Social and Environmental Risks?

Note: Complete SESP Attachment 1
before responding to Question 2.

QUESTION 3: What is the level of significance of the
potential social and environmental risks?
Note: Respond to Questions 4 and 5below before

proceeding to Question 5

QUESTION 6: Describe the assessment and
management measures for each risk rated Moderate,
Substantial or High

Risk Description
(broken down by event, cause, impact)

Impact
and
Likelihood
(1-5)

Significanc
e

{Low,
Moderate
Substantial
, High)

Comments {optional)

Description of assessment and management measures
for risks rated as Moderate, Substantial or High

Risk 1: Reproduction of discrimination
against women based on gender

Related to:
Principle 2: Gender Equality and
Women's Empowerment, q. 2

,__
1
gy

Low

The activities foreseen to
reach the project outputs
and objectives of the project
are not seen to be gender-
sensitive ones. The success
of project implementation is
based on meritocracy
principal — the best experts
will be selected regardless
the gender aspects.

Even though the meritocracy principle will be governing
this project (the best experts will be selected to
implement the project activities) active promotion of
woman participation in project implementation will
apply. Gender-disaggregated data will also be collected.

Risk 2. Conflicts with local farmers
during the removal of illegally built
dams.

Related to:

Principle 3: Environmental
Sustainability: Standard 3: Community
Health, Safety and Working Conditions

m
w

Medium

The status of the area as a National Park implies the
restoration of the existing natural habitats. That is why
dams illegally built years ago by local farmers must be
removed. The reason of erecting the dams by local
farmer was the retention of the water for agricultural
use. Since the activity is conceived to bring plenty of
water into the oxbow the reason to keep the dams will
disappear as well as the factor generating the conflict.
Still to avoid possible misunderstandings the
communication with the local stakeholders will be
initiated as early as possible during the pre-design
stage.

Risk 3: Risk to worker and community
health and safety.

— -
1]
N P

Low

Common Health and Safety
Risks associated with
transport, loading —

Management of Health & Safety risks is addressed by
developing and further implementation during the
works of the Health and Safety Management Plan.




Related to: unloading and excavation
Principle 3: Environmental category of works.
Sustainability: Standard 3: Community
Health, Safety and Working Conditions,
Risk 4: Generation of waste (both
hazardous and non-hazardous).
=1 The only source of hazardous | Best available technigques/environmental practices will
Related to: L=1 Low waste is possible spills of fuel | be followed to avoid fuel spills. No other specific
Principle 3: Environmental from machinery. management measures are required.
Sustainability: Standard 7: Pollution
Prevention and Resource Efficiency, 7.2
Risk 6: Air and water pollution
Best available techniques/environmental practices will
Related to: 1=1 Low be followed. Close coordination with and involvement
Principle 3: Environmental L=3 of the Customs Service will be ensured. No specific
Sustainability: Standard 7: Pollution management measures are required.
Prevention and Resource Efficiency, 7.3
Managed through mitigation measures within
Risk 7 Adverse impact on birds and fish =2 Moderate Environmental and Social Management Plan
communities L= elaboration. The main and only principle: no works
{noise) during the nesting and spawning period.

QUESTION 4: What is the overall project risk categorization?

Low Risk | X

Moderate Risk

Substantial Risk

High Risk

QUESTION 5: Based on the identified risks and risk categorization, what requirements of the SES are triggered?
(check all that apply)

Question only required for Moderate, Substantial and High Risk projects

Is assessment required? (check if “yes”) X Activity 42 ~ 43 will require EIA | Planned
Are management plans required? (check if “yes) X Health and Safety Management Plan

Based on identified risks, which Principles/Project-
level Standards triggered?

Comments {not required)

Overarching Principle: Leave No One Behind




Human Rights

Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment

Accountability

1. Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable
Natural Resource Management

2. Climate Change and Disaster Risks

Addressed through Health & Safety Plan, best practice,

. Community Health, Safety and Security X trainings.

. Displacement and Resettlement

3
4. Cultural Heritage
5
6

. Indigenous Peoples

Addressed through Health & Safety Plan, best practice,

7. Labour and Working Conditions X ..
trainings

8. Pollution Prevention and Resource Efficiency

Final Sign Off
Final Screening at the design-stage is not complete until the following signatures are included

Signature Date Description
QA Assessor

UNDP staff member responsible for the project, typically a UNDP Programme Officer. Final signature confirms
they have “checked” to ensure that the SESP is adequately conducted.

QA Approver UNDP senior manager, typically the UNDP Deputy Country Director (DCD), Country Director (CD), Deputy Resident

Representative (DRR), or Resident Representative (RR). The QA Approver cannot also be the QA Assessor. Final
signature confirms they have “cleared” the SESP prior to submittal to the PAC.

]
PAC Chair M )NDP chair of the PAC. In some cases PAC Chair may also be the QA Approver. Final signature confirms that the
ie ; //' SESP was considered as part of the project appraisal and considered in recommendations of the PAC.
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